Local Flaps in Head and Neck Reconstruction, by Ian T. Jackson, has been an important contribution to the cutaneous reconstruction literature since its initial publication in 1985. A new publisher presented this second printing in 2002. Although the work remains essential and relevant, it does not contain any changes from the initial printing. The strength of the book lies in the simplified, crystal clear approach to solving difficult reconstructive challenges. Its comprehensive nature makes it a valuable addition to any dermatologic surgeon's library. The work leans toward reconstruction of large difficult defects, which may not be entirely relevant to some dermatologic surgeons.
Brilliantly, Jackson begins the work by focusing on ensuring complete removal of tumors before proceeding with reconstruction. He reviews the important oncologic concerns that must precede any reconstructive surgery necessitated by tumor removal. Principles of tissue movement and flap design are accompanied by excellent figures that aid the reader in planning closures. Jackson's presentation of classic rhombic transposition flaps of all types is among the best I have seen in any book. The scope of reconstructive techniques is enormous, likely exceeding the daily needs of the average dermasurgeon. The author's ability to condense a career's worth of trial and error into a few sentences helps guide the reader to making the proper choice of surgical plan.
The remainder of the book addresses each anatomic region in a separate chapter. Jackson presents several alternative methods for closing defects in a particular anatomic location. He presents both simple and complex alternatives. Each reconstructive alternative is presented in graphic form and with clinical photographs. Common mistakes and the limitations of each flap or graft are outlined, and tips for preventing complications are offered as well.
The chapter on nasal reconstruction is particularly voluminous and full of several different options for addressing each anatomic site. The discussion of bilobed flaps is not quite as elegant as presented by others, but it does convey the key elements of designing and executing the flap. Nasal lining flaps and structural support grafts are well presented and clearly illustrated. Jackson tends to even the smallest detail in covering areas such as reconstruction of the nasal columella, which is often lacking in other texts.
Overall, the combination of Jackson's vast experience and the clarity of the photographs and illustrations combine to make Local Flaps in Head and Neck Reconstruction an invaluable resource for the dermatologic surgeon. Although some of the material will likely not be used in the outpatient setting, the bulk of the work is relevant and useful.
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